
EXHIBIT E 

U.S. Patent No. 6,369,716 

Claim 20 Accused Price Intelligent Controller (“PIC”), the Price CO2 Humidity Thermostat, and the Price Rooftop 

Controller Unit (“PRTU”). 

A system 

for 

controlling 

the air 

quality 

within a 

room, the 

system 

comprising: 

To the extent the preamble is limiting, the PIC, the Price CO2 Humidity Thermostat, and the PRTU are combined in a 

system for controlling air quality within a room. 
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See https://www.priceindustries.com/content/uploads/assets/literature/catalogs/catalog-pages/section%20g/prtu.pdf at 

10. 

PRTU 

PIC 
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See https://web.archive.org/web/20130701181028/http://www.price-

hvac.com/Catalog/Section_G/html/G_PDF/PIC.pdf (page 5); see also 

https://www.priceindustries.com/controls/products/thermostat (“All Price thermostats measure room temperature and 

establish temperature set points to limit minimum and maximum set points - Optional thermostat features: Set point 
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adjustment, LCD screen interface, motion sensing, C02 and humidity sensing, wireless functionality”) (emphasis 

added). 

a first 

means for 

regulating 

an amount 

of air being 

added to 

the room; 

The PIC controls a damper, which is a means for regulating the amount of air being added to a room.  

 

 
 

See, e.g., https://www.priceindustries.com/content/uploads/assets/literature/engineering-guides/price-intelligent-

controller-engineering-guide.pdf at 9. 

 

 

a second 

means for 

influencing 

the 

temperature 

of the air 

being 

added to 

The PIC and CO2 Humidity Thermostat together communicate with the PRTU to influence the temperature of the air 

being added to the room via a polling strategy: 

 

The PRTU polls the various PICs networked with it to determine whether heating or cooling is necessary, and controls 

a rooftop heating/cooling unit as appropriate. The polling is based upon a room temperature setpoint and a value 

indicative of an air temperature within the room: 
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the room; 

and 
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See https://www.priceindustries.com/content/uploads/assets/literature/manuals/section%20g/prtu-price-rooftop-unit-controller-

manual.pdf at 2.  

 

In addition, the PIC includes means to directly influence the stages of heating/cooling, and to influence the temperature 

of the air added to the room: 
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See https://www.priceindustries.com/content/uploads/assets/literature/engineering-guides/price-intelligent-controller-

engineering-guide.pdf at 9. 
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a third 

means for 

controlling 

the 

operation 

of, and 

coupled to, 

the first and 

second 

means; 

As discussed in the prior limitation, the PIC contains means to control the operation of, and is coupled to, the first and 

second means. 
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Controller Unit (“PRTU”). 

wherein the 

third means 

operates in 

at least a 

first control 

state and a 

second 

control 

state, 

 

wherein in 

the first 

control 

state the 

third means 

can control 

the first and 

second 

means so 

that both a 

temperature 

of the air 

within the 

room and a 

carbon 

dioxide 

level within 

the room 

The PIC operates in at least two control states. 

In the first control state, when the CO2 Humidity Thermostat detects that room CO2 levels are above a certain desired 

threshold, it initiates a “purge mode” to return room CO2 to below the predetermined threshold: 
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are within 

desired 

ranges, and 

 

 

See https://web.archive.org/web/20130701181028/http://www.price-

hvac.com/Catalog/Section_G/html/G_PDF/PIC.pdf (page 5). 

 

These operational modes are also shown in the manual for the PIC: 
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https://www.priceindustries.com/content/uploads/assets/literature/manuals/section%20g/pic-price-intelligent-

controller-manual.pdf at 28. 

 

During said control, the PIC will also influence the stages of heating/cooling and overall temperature of the air being 

added to the room via the polling strategy in order to ensure that the temperature of the air within the room is within a 

desired range. 

wherein in 

the second 

control 

state the 

third means 

can control 

the first 

means so 

that at least 

the 

temperature 

of the air 

within the 

room is 

within a 

desired 

range. 

The PIC is capable of operating in a second control state in which heating/cooling and airflow delivery is performed 

based solely upon the room temperature setpoint and not upon the CO2 level. 
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See https://www.priceindustries.com/content/uploads/assets/literature/engineering-guides/price-intelligent-controller-

engineering-guide.pdf at 9. 
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